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The second year in Lassonde Studios 
(L2) wrapped up in summer 2018, and 
it was even better than the first. Our 

L2 residents, student leaders and thousands 
of participants accomplished even more 
than we could have imagined. They 
launched startups, ideas, dreams and their 

futures. In this report, you will find some of 
the highlights from this incredible year and 
how students transformed their lives and 
education through entrepreneurship. Thanks 
to all of our sponsors and supporters. We’re 
growing a one-of-a-kind community, and we 
can’t do it without you.

ANOTHER GREAT YEAR
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STUDENT TESTIMONIALS

"Lassonde is the very 
first program that 
made me think, where 
do I see myself in 50 
years? In 10 years, in 
25 years?"
— Liz Morales, ethnic studies 
and communications graduate

"I love that sense 
of community that 
Lassonde provides. I 
love the energy, I love 
the people, and I think 
what excites me most 
is that people here are 
driven." 
— Logan Erickson, EAE film & 
media arts and computer science 
student

"The institute is looking 
for hungry, driven, 
passionate individuals 
from whatever medium 
it may be, whatever 
passion you may have, 
to come get involved 
and magnify that."
— Parker Andriese, 
communications student
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"I got to work with 
people from different 
academic programs 
and backgrounds. ... 
That was something 
that really helped me 
transfer my skills into 
industry."
— Katherine Aiello, 
bioeingeering Ph.D. graduate

"The success of my 
company has been 
pretty amazing, to see 
it grow so fast and 
rapidly, and it’s just not 
stopping."
— Aidan Daoussis, 
entrepreneurship student

"Lassonde is all about 
opportunity, and it’s so 
cool to see everyone 
take advantage of that. 
I’ve been able to see a 
lot of girls going for it."
— Annie Connolly, modern 
dance student
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RANKINGS & RECOGNITION

"What if you could 
live, eat, sleep and 
build your startup 
from scratch, all in 
one spot? That's just 
reality for students 
living and working in 
Lassonde Studios at the 
University of Utah."
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"Its mission is 
revolutionary: to bring 
budding student-
entrepreneurs under 
one roof and to provide 
them with a range 
of services to create 
businesses."

"It all adds up to an 
ideal minimal-risk 
environment for 
students to explore the 
entrepreneurial world. 
Many student startups 
may not succeed. ... 
But here, failures are 
embraced as learning 
experiences."

"The year-old, $45 
million Lassonde 
Studios building ... is 
an award-winning, 
copper-clad statement 
in modern architecture, 
featuring austere 
interiors heavy on 
concrete, stone and 
steel."
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1973 — Pierre (MBA) and Claudette McKay (MS) 
Lassonde graduate from the University of Utah. 

2002-2003 — The first companies launched from 
the Lassonde New Venture Development Center. 
Those companies were in industries including 
medical imaging and pharmaceuticals.

2006 — The Lassonde Family Foundation gives $13 million gift to endow the Pierre and Claudette 
McKay New Venture Development Center, create the Pierre Lassonde Entrepreneur Center to 
promote student entrepreneurs and establish two presidential chairs in entrepreneurship. The 
donation expands the organization’s reach to include student business-plan competitions open to 
university students across the state with awards of $100,000 provided by Zions Bank.

NEW VENTURE DEVELOPMENT

OPPORTUNITY QUEST

TECHTITANS

UTAH ENTREPRENEUR CHALLENGE

        FIRST LEGO LEAGUE

        BENCH TO BEDSIDE

2001 — The Pierre and Claudette McKay Lassonde New 
Venture Development Center formed with a $100,000 gift 
from Pierre Lassonde. The center brings together business, 
engineering and science graduate students with university 
faculty inventors to develop commercialization plans.

May 2006 — Pierre 
Lassonde receives 
honorary doctorate 
from the University of 
Utah.

OUR HISTORY

We started with a single program 
in 2001 and have grown into a 
nationally recognized institute 
that now includes dozens of 
programs, and world-class faculty 
and facilities.  

2001-2018
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2014 — The Lassonde Family Foundation commits 
an additional $12 million to the University of Utah, 
bringing the total program commitments to $25 
million. The new gift is used to help build an iconic 
new facility for student entrepreneurs.

2010-2012 — The Pierre Lassonde Entrepreneur 
Center continues to grow with the addition of 
new programs, including the Foundry, a business 
discovery center, and Bench to Bedside, a medical-
device competition.

Fall 2013 — The Lassonde Entrepreneur Institute is 
formed to involve more students and create Lassonde 
Studios. The institute adds related programs, 
including Innovation Scholar.

October 2014 — 
Groundbreaking for 
Lassonde Studios.

NEW VENTURE DEVELOPMENT

OPPORTUNITY QUEST

TECHTITANS

UTAH ENTREPRENEUR CHALLENGE

        FIRST LEGO LEAGUE

        BENCH TO BEDSIDE

FOUNDRY

GET SEEDED

DEPT. OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP & STRATEGY

STUDENT ENTREPRENEUR CONFERENCE

INNOVATION WEEK

LASSONDE AMBASSADORS

MEETUPS

WORKSHOPS

HOURS WITH EXPERTS

H.S. UTAH ENTREPRENEUR CHALLENGE

COMPANY LAUNCH

FOOD ENTREPRENEUR

ARTS ENTREPRENEUR

MAKE PROGRAM

LASSONDE 400 RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM

OUTREACH

SUMMER AT LASSONDE

COWORK

April 2014 — The Lassonde Entrepreneur Institute 
unveils plans for Lassonde Studios, a place for 
students to “Live. Create. Launch.” The five-story 
building features 400 unique student residences and 
a 20,000-square-foot student innovation space for 
meeting, prototyping and starting companies.

2012 — The first students enroll in the new 
Lassonde Social Entrepreneurship Program. The 
program allows graduate students to spend a year 
using business skills to address global issues. The 
Get Seeded program is also created and provides 
milestone grants to students.

2015-2016 — Lassonde Studios continues to gain worldwide 
attention, being featured in such publications as the The New York 
Times, Fast Company and Bloomberg. The Lassonde Entrepreneur 
Institute continues to grow in anticipation of the new building. 
Programs added during this period included Workshops, Hours with 
Experts and Meetups.

August 2016 — Lassonde Studios 
opens, and the first cohort of residents, 
known as the Lassonde 400, moves in.

2011 — The Lassonde program 
ranked among the top 25 in the 
country for entrepreneurship 
education by the Princeton Review.

2010 — University of Utah ranks as the No. 1 
university in the country for startup formation based 
on faculty technologies. The Pierre and Claudette 
McKay Lassonde New Venture Development Center 
contributed to this achievement by accelerating the 
commercialization of faculty inventions.
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All students at the University of Utah and across the state are invited to participate in our numerous 
programs and activities. Opportunities include competitions, workshops, mentoring and living at Lassonde 
Studios. 

HIGH SCHOOL & MIDDLE 
SCHOOL OUTREACH 

PARTICIPATION FY 2018

ACADEMIC ENROLLMENT 
IN ENTREPRENEURSHIP  

FY 2018

1.2K7.7K

COLLEGE STUDENT PROGRAM 
PARTICIPATION FY 2018

See program detail on page 22.

3.1K

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT

OUR MISSION

To provide students  
transformative  

experiences through 
entrepreneurship.
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Hundreds of student teams work with us to launch ideas in every field and industry imaginable. A startup 
team is a group of students that access Lassonde Entrepreneur Institute programs to test, develop and grow 
their business idea, through mentorship, grants, office space and more.

STARTUP TEAMS & AWARDS

TOTAL STARTUP TEAMS  
FY 2002-18

1.3K

STARTUP TEAMS FORMED 
FY 2002-2018

CASH PRIZES AWARDED  
FY 2007-18

TOTAL CASH  
PRIZES FY 2007-18

$2.6M
NUMBER OF CASH PRIZES 

AWARDED FY 2007-18

125
COMPANY FUNDING 
RAISED FY 2002-18

$367M
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We are one of the top sources for scholarships at the University of Utah. Opportunities include scholarships 
to become a Lassonde student leader and housing scholarships.

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED  
FY 2002-18

Lassonde Entrepreneur Institute10

NUMBER OF SCHOLARSHIPS  
AWARDED FY 2018

191

TOTAL SCHOLARSHIPS  
AWARDED FY 2002-18

$3.8M

SCHOLARSHIPS
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The Lassonde Entrepreneur Institute programs are managed by student leaders from all corners of campus. 
These students learn by doing and gain a transformative experience by guiding others. 

GENDER

STUDENT LEADER  
AREAS OF STUDY

ACADEMIC LEVEL

STUDENT LEADERS
FY 2002-18

36%
graduate

64%
under-

graduate

83 40%
female

60%
male

STUDENT LEADERS

FY 2018
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BY THE NUMBERS

SLICES OF PIZZA

We served piles of pizza to students 
attending our many events and activities.

5.2K
CUPS OF COFFEE

Cups of free coffee consumed by our 
community at Lassonde Studios.

81K

BAGS OF MARSHMALLOWS

One of our favorite evening activities is 
roasting marshmallows over our fire pit.

40

TOOL MENTORS

Tools mentors helped hundreds of their 
classmates learn tools and build things in 

our Make Space.

29

STARTUP TEAMS

Our students launched hundreds of 
startup teams participating in our 

programs.

504

FT. OF 3-D PRINT FILAMENT

Material printed by students in the 
Neeleman Hangar at Lassonde Studios.

41K

WHITE BOARD MARKERS

We used our white boards to make 
lists, sketch our thoughts and share 

inspirational statements.

1.2K
ENERGY BARS

Students fueled their ideas with energy 
bars from the Miller Cafe.

30K

F Y  2 0 1 8
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A YEAR AT LASSONDE
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LASSONDE 400

GENDER

RESIDENT  
AREAS OF STUDY

ACADEMIC LEVEL

RESIDENTS  FY 2018

Four hundred diverse students live in Lassonde Studios. Residents during FY 2018 were our second, or L2, 
group. Students from every major and background are welcome to #livecreatelaunch here.

48%
female

52%
male

74
47% 
�rst year

47% 
upperclass

6% graduate
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We help students from all 
majors and backgrounds 
launch inventions, initiatives, 
companies and careers. 
Browse examples here and 
find more online at lassonde.
utah.edu/launched.

LAUNCHED AT LASSONDE

NEIGHBOR
SOFTWARE

All of us are familiar with 
peer-to-peer marketplaces 
like Uber and Airbnb. These 
disruptive companies are 
changing the way that we 
get around and how we 
travel. A University of Utah 
alum is disrupting the way 
you use storage. Neighbor, 
considered the “Airbnb 
of Storage,” is an online 
marketplace that connects 
hosts with extra space in their 
home to renters in need of 
storage. Just like other peer-
to-peer marketplaces have 
done in their own markets, 
Neighbor is attempting to 
break into the $38B storage 
industry.

Colton Gardner, who 
majored in finance, 
cofounded Neighbor while 
at the University of Utah in 
2016. His cofounder and 
BYU alum, Preston Alder, 

came up with the idea of 
Neighbor when trying to find 
cheap storage space for his 
possessions during a summer 
internship. After driving 
2 hours to store his items 
in a family friend’s garage, 
he thought there must be 
empty garages closer to him 
that he could store in — and 
thus, Neighbor was born.

Gardner and Alder teamed 
up and utilized many of 
the Lassonde Entrepreneur 
Institute’s resources to help 
them get started. “Hours 
with Experts, Get Seeded, 
Opportunity Quest, and the 
Utah Entrepreneur Challenge 
were crucial to Neighbor’s 
success,” Gardner said.

storewithneighbor.com

COLOCLEAN
HEALTH CARE

An estimated 22.4 million 
colonoscopies are performed 
in United States each year. 
To perform an effective 
colonoscopy, the patient’s 
colon must be cleared of any 
organic material. However, 
according to biomedical 
engineering student Tobi 
Yoon, that isn’t always the 
case.

“Twenty-five percent 
of those patients don’t 
complete their prep or show 
up to their operation with 
organic material in their 
colon,” Yoon said.

ColoClean is a 
colonoscopy prep kit, that 
comes with anti-nausea 
medication, Miralax-type 
powder that has been 
condensed into pills and 
a colonoscopy-friendly 
cookbook.

“The end goal is almost 

like Blue Apron, but for 
colonoscopy prep, where 
you’ll receive this meal plan, 
like TV dinners that you can 
consume and stay satisfied 
while perpetuating your 
prep,” Yoon said. 

After winning Bench 
to Bedside, a competition 
where students are given 
grants to develop their 
health-focused products or 
applications, while a senior 
in high school, Yoon and 
her partner, Chloe Fleischer, 
competed in the High School 
Entrepreneurship Challenge 
(HSUEC) where they took 
home the grand prize of 
$5,000. ColoClean is also 
participating in the Company 
Launch program at Lassonde 
Studios.

coloclean.info
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C A S E  S T U D I E S

BRUXIT
HEALTH CARE

If you suffer from bruxism, 
you know the symptoms. 
Gnashing and grinding your 
teeth in your sleep causes 
sensitivity and teeth to flatten 
and chip. The standard of 
care for this condition is to 
just treat the symptoms — 
aspirin for the pain, a teeth 
guard for the tooth damage.

That is, until now.
A team of U students is 

developing a solution that 
could not only prevent the 
symptoms but also train 
people to stop grinding their 
teeth. Their startup company 
is called Bruxit.

Their solution is a mouth 
guard embedded with a 
circuit board, sensors and a 
vibrator. They are still refining 
the device, but they have a 
working prototype. When the 
person wearing it grinds their 
teeth, the device vibrates. In 

theory, it will wake them up, 
and over time, they will learn 
to not grind their teeth.

The team behind the 
device is interdisciplinary. It 
consists of Travis Neuberger, 
a bioengineering Ph.D. 
student; David Williams, an 
MBA student at Stanford with 
a master’s in bioengineering 
from the U; William Eccles, an 
MBA student at the U with a 
master’s in bioengineering; 
Parker Ence, an MBA student 
at Stanford; and faculty 
advisor John Langell, a 
surgeon and director of 
the U’s Center for Medical 
Innovation.

E-COMMERCE

ESHOP TANZANIA

When Bonaventure 
Mhonda was a child in rural 
Tanzania, it would have been 
impossible for him to think 
he would do anything like 
graduate from the University 
of Utah with a master’s in 
finance and become an 
e-commerce entrepreneur.

In Tanzania, there is little 
industry, so they must 
import electronics and other 
supplies. But because the 
country is still developing 
and lacks reliable distribution 
channels, companies like 
Amazon and eBay are unable 
to operate. Mhonda wanted 
to solve this by creating an 
e-commerce platform and 
distribution network that 
would work in this location.

He was inspired to 
develop his idea when 
friends from Tanzania kept 
asking him to order things 

for them from Amazon then 
mail them to Africa. Mhonda 
wanted to find a way to do 
this on a much larger scale.

“Amazon won’t deliver 
here,” he said. “We don’t have 
physical addresses, and in 
order to buy, you need to 
have physical addresses. Also 
custom duties are always 
fluctuating and hard to track. 
You really need to have 
someone on the ground 
here.”

Mhonda graduated from 
the U in spring 2016 and 
returned to Tanzania to grow 
his business. He now lives in 
Dar es Salaam — “the New 
York City of Tanzania.” He is 
focusing on that country for 
now and hopes to eventually 
spread to neighboring 
countries and across Africa.

eshoptz.com

THE CARE TREE
PUBLISHING

“What are you giving your 
dad for Father’s Day?” asked 
Miles Petty, an MBA student 
at the University of Utah, to 
an unsuspecting audience at 
the beginning of his pitch for 
The Care Tree at the Lassonde 
Entrepreneur Institute’s May, 
2018, Get Seeded event.

“You don’t know yet? Well 
…” and then, to the surprise 
of the crowd, he followed 
up with a poem — rhyming 
“shirt or tie” with “the look 
in his eyes,” “the surprise,” a 
line about all the browser 
tabs and sites it takes to find 
a good gift — that ended 
with an introduction of his 
business, The Care Tree.

It was only appropriate 
that Petty incorporate a 
poem into his pitch — his 
startup has published two 
illustrated gift books that 
could be described as 

children’s books for adults. 
The first, a love poem called 
“I Love You Like …” considers 
a range of similes for love, 
from the whimsical to the 
sentimental. The second, 
an ode to the sacrifices of a 
mother.

The products seem to be 
doing well — not only did 
The Care Tree win $2,000 in 
funding for its milestone at 
the Get Seeded pitch, but 
several audience members 
wanted to buy on the spot 
from among the books and 
original greeting cards he 
had on display. The goal of 
the company is to grow from 
these current offerings to 
books for every big life event, 
along with cards, prints and 
other items.

thecaretree.com
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L A U N C H E D  A T  L A S S O N D E

ITEM RESCUE
SOFTWARE

Beau Buehler, a University 
of Utah information systems 
student and founder of 
Item Rescue, saw a two-
fold benefit in creating and 
providing the hospitality 
industry with an effective 
lost-and-found management 
system. When discussing 
how hotels generally manage 
their lost and found, he 
learned that current systems 
being used were very 
ineffective and required an 
excessive amount of time by 
hotel personnel to manage. 
Additionally, when surveying 
guest confidence in 
obtaining items left behind, 
most people expressed 
an overwhelming lack of 
confidence in hotels ability to 
return their items.

“Item Rescue is all about 
making it easier for guests 
to get their items back and 

providing hotels an effective 
way to do it,” Buehler said. 
“It can be stressful to lose 
something of value and 
a hotel that can turn that 
negative experience into a 
positive one will have more 
satisfied and loyal guests.”

The application allows 
hotels to easily manage their 
lost-and-found inventory, to 
automatically notify guests 
of lost items, to ship items 
back to guests and to collect 
high-quality reviews on top 
review sites.

The Item Rescue system 
is being effectively utilized 
in numerous hotels, and 
Buehler is excited about the 
company’s projected growth 
and potential.

itemrescue.com

SOLE CASE
FOOTWEAR

At the young age of just 10 
years old, Sole Case Display’s 
founder Charles Rind already 
had a passion for footwear 
and fashion. “In 2003, I first 
laid my eyes on the patent 
leather Air Jordan 1 Retro 
sneaker in the Chicago Bulls 
colorway,” he said. “Ever since 
that moment I was hooked.” 
A year later, at 11 years 
old, Rind began his own 
collection.

As his collection grew, 
Rind immersed himself in the 
“sneakerhead” community. 
He quickly realized that he 
and the community were 
frustrated by the lack of high 
quality storage solutions 
for the fashion-forward 
consumer. The companies 
that were attempting to 
tackle this problem left a 
void where the essence of 
luxury was lost when storing 

these shoes. So, Rind seized 
the opportunity to fill this 
void. With resources at the 
Lassonde Entrepreneur 
Institute at the U, Rind 
launched Sole Case Displays 
and the company’s first 
product, the Sole Case.

The Sole Case is made of 
high quality 5 mm acrylic 
with a drop front door for 
easy access to the footwear 
and has the unique ability to 
lock onto and stack on other 
Sole Cases. Their ultimate 
goal is to build the company 
into a brand that represents a 
community and the cultures 
that surround it. Their unique 
branding and materials are 
what separates them from 
the competition.

solecasedisplays.com

LIT OUTDOORS
CAMPING

After a frustrating and 
nearly treeless camping 
trip to Goblin Valley in 
2016, University of Utah 
students Daniel Goldfinger 
(geography) and Nick 
Bierwolf (mechanical 
engineering) came up with 
the idea for a “Tammock” — a 
device that combines a tent 
and a freestanding hammock 
that doesn’t require trees to 
work.

They are now developing 
the product, which features 
a lightweight frame and an 
easy-to-assemble design. 
They also launched the 
company LIT Outdoors. “LIT” 
stands for “life in tents.”

“Now in pre-sale 
development, our Tammock 
has applications for anyone 
who sleeps on the ground,” 
Goldfinger said.

Goldfinger and Bierwolf 

are also exploring ideas to 
promote social positivity 
using Tammocks at concerts, 
painting them in university 
colors and licensing them 
to schools as a place for 
students to relax.

“If we can produce 
them cheaply enough, we 
could even supply refugee 
camps where thousands 
die from Malaria caused by 
crappy sleeping conditions,” 
Goldfinger said. “Maybe we 
could decrease the number 
of people who die each year.”

LIT Outdoors has received 
support from the Lassonde 
Entrepreneur Institute, 
including office space 
from the Company Launch 
program and grants from the 
Get Seeded milestone grant 
program.

litoutdoors.com



Lassonde Entrepreneur Institute FY 2018 Annual Report 21

C A S E  S T U D I E S

LUKU WATCHES
FASHION

Fas Lebbie, an 
international studies and 
entrepreneurship student at 
the University of Utah, has 
a growing list of ventures in 
brand marketing and UX/
UI design. One of those 
ventures is founding Luku 
Watches, a sleek rendition of 
urban hip-hop style about 
to disrupt timepiece fashion. 
Their watches feature a 
signature snapback design.

Luku is a Kono word from 
Sierra Leone that means “new 
light in an old bottle,” said 
Lebbie, who grew up surfing 
in southern California. “We’re 
bringing new light to an 
old concept and reigniting 
freestyle culture with 
watches.”

Handpicked by Lebbie to 
head operations, marketing 
student and CEO Jacob 
Peters always wanted to be 

a part of a successful startup. 
“Luku is more than a watch 
company,” Peters said. “We’re 
building a culture, not an 
investment.”

Peters brought the Luku 
Watches crew of student 
collaborators together, 
including fellow marketing 
student Drew Kiel, who 
handles marketing and 
company email. Kiel loves the 
entrepreneurial process and 
does whatever needs to get 
done like every member of 
the team.

Luku has received various 
support from the Lassonde 
Entrepreneur Institute, 
including office space in the 
Company Launch program 
and grants from the Get 
Seeded milestone grant 
program.

lukuwatches.com

DEZIRIA CHOCOLATES
FOOD

Passion for chocolate has 
been a source of happiness 
regardless of age, nationality 
or gender for centuries. A 
number of studies support 
this fact by demonstrating 
chocolate boosts morale and 
reduces stress.

Hakan Erdagoz, a 
University of Utah Ph.D. 
student in political science 
at the U, was always amazed 
by the taste of German 
chocolates that Seyhan 
Bozkurt, his close friend, 
brought from Germany. “Not 
many people can refuse 
chocolate, especially if it is 
high-quality,” Erdagoz said.

Erdagoz’s comment 
ignited the idea to startup 
a business for Bozkurt who 
has years of experience 
in hospitality and food 
industry in Utah. Growing 
up in Germany, Bozkurt 

always had easy access and 
exposure to the high-quality 
chocolate with a variety of 
flavors. Bozkurt, Erdagoz and 
Oniz Birsoy, Bozkurt’s wife, 
wanted to help make it more 
accessible in Utah. Bozkurt 
said, “That is why and how 
we launched our chocolate 
business in early 2017.”

During her MBA study at 
the U, Birsoy, who graduated 
in 2009, was already familiar 
with the exceptional 
programs available at the 
Lassonde Entrepreneur 
Institute (then called the 
Lassonde Entrepreneur 
Center). She said, “I know the 
perfect resource to get the 
necessary information and 
support to get started, the 
Lassonde Institute.” 

deziria.com

CURRIE WEAR
CLOTHING

After noticing a huge gap 
in clothing for young girls, 
Hillary Whitaker, a University 
of Utah accounting student, 
started Curie Wear in 2016, 
a company that designs 
custom fabrics focused 
on STEM. They keep their 
clothing designs feminine for 
young girls. As Whitaker said, 
“It is important to emphasize 
femininity and let girls know 
it is important and special 
to be a girl while still loving 
bugs and astronauts.”

Whitaker was inspired by 
Marie Curie, the first female 
to win two Nobel prizes 
in different fields — one 
in chemistry and one in 
physics. Whitaker wants to 
help young girls follow in 
Curie’s footsteps by finding 
an interest in a STEM subject 
while still focusing on being 
feminine.

When Whitaker’s daughter 
was born, she and her 
husband were looking for 
clothes with dinosaurs and 
rocket ships on them and 
didn’t have any luck. This is 
when Whitaker decided to 
design her own fabric. They 
now have custom fabrics like 
the constellations and the 
periodic table, and of course, 
dinosaurs and rocket ships.

Whitaker is passionate 
about women in STEM. She 
said, “I am hugely biased 
because I want my daughter 
to be a rocket scientist. I 
want her to feel comfortable 
being who she is. If she loves 
dinosaurs then I want her to 
wear dinosaurs, but I don’t 
want her to be called a boy.”

etsy.com/shop/
CurieWear
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All students are welcome 
to participate in our 
many programs. We have 
competitions, mentor 
programs, meetup events, 
degrees and everything in 
between. Browse programs 
online at lassonde.utah.edu/ 
directory.

LIVE AT LASSONDE STUDIOS
Join the residential community at Lassonde Studios, 
an inspiring 160,000-square-foot building with 400 
beds. All students welcome. lassonde.utah.edu/
studios

n 3 student leaders
n 149 participants
n 21 events

BUILD YOUR SKILLS
Attend regular workshops to learn new skills. Topics 
vary greatly. Browse our online calendar for details 
and to find out what’s next. lassonde.utah.edu/work-
shops

n 4 student leaders
n 236 participants
n 32 events

CREATE YOUR FIRST PROTOTYPE
Participate in our new Make program to learn how to 
use prototyping tools and see your idea come to life!  
lassonde.utah.edu/make

n 30 student leaders
n 81 participants
n 17 events

LASSONDE PROGRAMS

EXPERIENCE SUMMER AT LASSONDE
Participate in summer programs and living oppor-
tunities at Lassonde Studios to further your educa-
tion and experience. lassonde.utah.edu/summer

n 24 interns
n 66 participants
n 7 events

GET PROFESSIONAL ADVICE TO  
DEVELOP YOUR IDEA
Sign up to meet with an expert in fields including 
law, business, design and manufacturing. lassonde.
utah.edu/experthours

n 2 student leaders
n 54 participants
n 14 events
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MONTHLY SEED GRANT PROGRAM
Apply to pitch your business idea at these monthly 
events for a chance to receive seed funding for your 
new venture. Sponsored by Zions Bank. lassonde.
utah.edu/getseeded

n 6 student leaders
n 247 participants
n $78,449 in cash prizes awarded
n 179 teams
n 18 events

H I G H L I G H T S  F Y  2 0 1 8

SATISFY YOUR HUNGER FOR  
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Participate to learn about food entrepreneurship, 
test your recipes in the Miller Cafe and learn from 
industry experts. lassonde.utah.edu/food

n 3 student leaders
n 170 participants
n 8 events

ARTISTS MAKE GREAT ENTREPRENEURS
Connect with your peers, learn the value of your skills, 
and explore connections between the arts and entre-
preneurship. lassonde.utah.edu/art

n 4 student leaders
n 161 participants
n 13 events

TOGETHER YOU CAN ACCOMPLISH MORE
Take advantage of the many opportunities and areas 
in Lassonde Studios to work together and collabo-
rate. lassonde.utah.edu/cowork

n 11 student leaders

RUSH TO REVENUE
Get the support you need for your startup or idea 
to get to a revenue-generating stage.

n 3 student leaders
n 7 participants

GET OFFICE SPACE AND COMPANY  
RESOURCES
Apply for dedicated space at Lassonde Studios, legal 
advice, accounting help and more.  Sponsored by 
Zions Bank. lassonde.utah.edu/launch

n 15 student leaders
n 95 participants
n 94 teams
n 22 events
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EXPLORE THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH
An outreach and mentor program helping high 
school students explore entrepreneurship and STEM 
fields. lassonde.utah.edu/lassonde-ambassadors

n 14 student leaders
n 7,479 participants
n 164 events

L A S S O N D E  P R O G R A M S

BUILD YOUR TEAM AND FIND  
COLLABORATORS
Join us at one of our meetup events to find team-
mates and learn about the community. lassonde.
utah.edu/meetups

n 2 student leaders
n 131 participants
n 5 events

MEDICAL INNOVATION  COMPETITION

Work with medical and engineering students 
developing a medical innovation. Managed in 
partnership with the Center for Medical Innovation. 
Sponsored by Zions Bank. bit.ly/UUb2b

n 6 student leaders
n 144 participants
n $143,000 in cash prizes awarded
n 97 teams
n 4 events

STATEWIDE BUSINESS MODEL  
COMPETITION
Launch your business by competing for $100,000 in 
cash and in-kind prizes. Sponsored by Zions Bank. 
lassonde.utah.edu/uec

n 8 student leaders
n 219 participants
n $72,000 in cash prizes awarded
n 163 teams
n 1 event

STATEWIDE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
COMPETITION
Compete against other students for cash prizes. 
Regional competitions are held across Utah. Spon-
sored by Zions Bank. lassonde.utah.edu/oq

n 6 student leaders
n 65 participants
n $90,000 in cash prizes awarded
n 266 teams
n 7 events

STATEWIDE HIGH SCHOOL IDEA  
COMPETITION
Enter your business idea in this high school program 
for a chance to win cash and prizes. Sponsored by 
Zions Bank. lassonde.utah.edu/hsuec

n 2 student leaders
n 214 participants
n $20,000 in cash prizes awarded
n 142 teams
n 1 event
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GET A DEGREE
Take a deep dive by getting a certificate, minor 
or major in entrepreneurship at the David Eccles 
School of Business. eccles.link/uentp

n 1,185 total academic enrollment
n 344 Business Scholars
n 158 Transfer Business Scholars

MATCH YOUR PASSION WITH A PURPOSE
Enroll to explore innovation and create a personal 
road map. Receive recognition on your academic 
transcript. lassonde.utah.edu/innovation

n 49 participants

INCUBATE YOUR BUSINESS IDEA
Join the Foundry at the Lassonde Entrepreneur 
Institute to grow your business idea and potential 
with a group of peers. lassonde.utah.edu/foundry

n 29 participants

H I G H L I G H T S  F Y  2 0 1 8

GRADUATE PROGRAM FOR TECH  
COMMERCIALIZATION
Work on an interdisciplinary team for a year to com-
mercialize faculty inventions. lassonde.utah.edu/
new-venture-development

n 32 student leaders
n 2 events
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DONORS  F Y  2 0 0 2 - 1 8

FOUNDING DONORS

Lassonde Family Foundation    
Pierre Lassonde

SUSTAINING DONORS

Zions Bank   
David G. Neeleman
Larry H. & Gail Miller Family 

Foundation

OTHER GENEROUS 
DONORS (A-Z)

Actium Partners LLC    
Advantage Workers 

Compensation Insurance 
Company

Paul and Jennifer Ahlstrom 
Amy D. Alcorn 
Alliance Health Networks, Inc.   
Ally Bank     
Gregory B. and Allyson M. 

Anderson 
Antczak Polich Law LLC   
Val R. Antczak, JD
Rep. Patrice M. Arent 
Arizona Community 

Foundation    
ARUP Laboratories     
Peter L. Ashdown 
Christina Ness Ashton 
Clark and Christina Ashton 
AutomallUSA.com      
Back to Health Chiropractic   
F. Joseph Backer 
Ballard Spahr LLP    
Craig B. and Melissa Garff 

Ballard 
Robin D. Ballard 
Banyan Ventures     
Bard Access Systems
C. R. Bard Foundation, Inc.      
Raynee C. Bengtzen 
Berkshire Hathaway, Inc.    
Boart Longyear     

David R. Boettger, MD
Mary Jo Bolmholdt 
Steven J. Borst 
Dr. Alberto Bosque-Pardos 
Steven F. Boulay 
Kent M. Bowman 
Brigham Young University    
Jack W. Brittain, PhD
Don R. Brown, PhD
Eric Buatois 
The Jack and Dorothy Byrne 

Foundation, Inc.
Patrick M. and Dorothy M. 

Byrne 
Campus Pipeline, Inc.    
CBB Holdings LTD    
Celtic Bank
JP Morgan Chase Foundation        
Christine A. Cheng, MD
William H. and Patricia W. 

Child 
Robert Todd Christensen 
Paul R. Christenson 
Howard S. Clark 
Samuel L. Clarke 
Orlene H. Cohen 
Cohne Family LTD Partnership   
Lisa Gabrielle Cohne 
Bruce G. and Lynn F. Cohne
Community Foundation of 

Utah   
Cornerstone Capital Group LLC
Timothy Leonard Cooley 
Peter M. Corroon 
Julie H. Crittenden 
D’Ambrosio Chrysler Jeep    
Troy A. and Paula D’Ambrosio 
Daynes Music Company
Gerald R. Daynes 
Darrell L. and Jean L. Deem 
Deseret Certified Development 

Company
Deseret Laboratories     
Deseret Trust Company    
Doba      

Dominion Energy   
J. Lynn and Diana Lady 

Dougan 
Carson Lynn Downing 
Beth Ellen Drees, PhD
James C. Dreyfous 
Geralyn W. Dreyfous 
Zeke R. and Angela S. Dumke 
Bradlee Baldwin Duncan 
John T.  Dushinske 
Echelon Research Laboratories 

Inc.   
Joshua W. Eckman 
Elite Performance Health 

Center PC  
Richard L. Ellis, DDS
Michele M. Endemano 
Michael Erickson 
Ernst & Young LLP
Dennis B. and Vicki Farrar
M. Charles Faux, Jr.
Sandy Ferrell 
Fetzer Architectural 

Woodwork    
Richard W. and Kathleen  

Fetzer 
Fidelity Investments  
Lili Field 
FIRST      
FJ Management     
Kristen M. Fletcher 
L. Raymond Freer 
H. Friedman 
Foxley and Pignanelli    
John S. Garay 
Robert A. Garda 
Garff Enterprises, Inc.    
Robert H. and Katharine B. 

Garff 
John K. Garff 
Sen. E. Jake* and  Kathleen 

B. Garn 
Bob and Lynette N. Gay 
GoPro      
James Godlove 

Laurence Jay Green 
Brent Groom 
Grow Utah Ventures LLC   
Michael Dean Hammond 
Jeremy Bryce Hanks 
Barry K. Hanover 
Richard K. and Shirley S. 

Hemingway Foundation
Hidden Valley Pediatric Dental   
Cheryl L. Holden 
Holland & Hart LLP   
Galina Hornyik, MD
Tony D.  Howells 
Robert P.  Huefner, PhD
IM Flash Technologies LLC   
Reza Jalili 
Rex M. Jameson 
Judson C. Jennings 
James U. and Kathy D. Jensen 
JAR Family Investment 

Company LTD  
Jive Communications     
Marian W. Jensen 
David R. Jolley, CPA
Jones, Waldo, Holbrook, & 

McDonough, PC 
Jordan Landing Dental Care   
Holly Ann Josephson 
Kahlert Foundation, Inc.
Maile Keone 
KeyBank Foundation     
Chad Eugene Killebrew 
Lucinda Kindred 
KK Nevada LLC    
Natalie Jane Knight 
Kohl’s Department Stores    
Sueann Melanie Kuiper 
L3 Technologies     
Land Equity Partners LLC   
Kurtis C. Larsen 
Alex C. Lawrence 
Lendio, Inc.     
Stephen D. and Janet C. Lewis 
Ryan D. Lewis, MD, MHA, MPH
Line Camp Consulting LLC   

Jennifer S. Logan, PhD
Lone Peak Pediatric Denistry   
MainStreet Tax & Accounting 

Services  
Mark Mangelson 
Guy A. Martin 
Norma W. Matheson 
R. Tyler and Josel Card McCabe
Michael W. and Janet M. 

McCleery 
Mercato Management LLC    
Merit Medical Systems, Inc.   
Michael Best & Friedrich LLP  
Microsoft Matching Gifts 

Program   
Paul Michael Miles 
Sean O. Mills 
Mint Think, Inc.    
Mity-Lite, Inc.     
The William and Joanne 

Moeller Foundation 
MonaVie      
Bradley David Moore 
Morgan Bay Management LLC   
Trent William Mortensen 
Carl J. Moyes 
my529      
Myriad Genetics, Inc.    
J. L. Needham 
Northrop Grumman     
Northwestern Group Insurance    
Nu Skin International, Inc.   
Rick D. Nydegger, JD
Dr. Hamid M. Omana 
Oracle      
Thomas G. Osimitz, PhD
P. Darrell Ownby, PhD 
PacifiCorp      
William David Park 
Thomas N. Parks, PhD
Parr Brown Gee & Loveless  
Parsons Behle & Latimer   
Dinesh and Kalpana Patel 

Foundation  
Dinesh C. and Kalpana Patel 

Samir Patel 
PayZang      
Todd Pedersen 
Robert George Pedersen, II
Pelion Venture Partners    
Amy Pett 
Frank R. Pignanelli, JD
Barbara K. Polich, JD
George D. Prestwich 
PTC Product & Service 

Advantage  
PwC
Rafati Foundation     
Ali and Michelle M. Rafati 
Taylor R. Randall, PhD
Richard N. Rapoport 
Helen S. Rappaport 
Red Touch Media    
John A. Reed 
Brian Reeder 
Charles F. Reinhardt, Jr.
Joyce T. and Robert L.* Rice 
Richard M. Schulze Family 

Foundation  
Robert H.* Rose
Salt Lake Area Chamber of 

Commerce 
Salt Lake Community College   
Gerald R. Sanders 
Anthony J. Sansone 
Ko Sawada 
Gary A. Schmitt 
William S. Schulze, PhD
Signal Peak Ventures    
David E. Simmons 
Smiles For Life Foundation   
Smith Machinery Company, 

Inc.   
Derek W. Smith 
Marcelle Smith 
Snell & Wilmer LLP
Sofinnova Ventures, Inc.    
Sonic Innovations     
The Sorenson Legacy 

Foundation   

Beverley T. Sorenson 
James Lee Sorenson 
David R. Spafford 
Nancy L. Speziale 
Marilyn P. Spiegel 
Mary Ann Stanley 
Theodore H.* Stanley, MD
State of Utah    
STEM Action Center    
Stoel Rives, LLP    
Summit Medical Products, Inc.   
Sweet Cheeks Baby Design   
SXSW LLC     
Tanner Charitable Trust    
Tanner LLC     
Technology to Market T2M   
The Book Table    
Shauna L. Theobald 
Thorpe Capital Group LLC
Devin D. Thorpe 
Daniel Robert Tidwell 
W. James Tozer, Jr.
Heather Joy Trecker 
Tulsa Community Foundation    
Janice R. Ugaki 
James A. Unruh Family 

Foundation  
James A. and Candice Unruh 
Jeffrey A. and Pauline P. Unruh 
Upstart Ventures Management 

LLC   
USTAR      
The Utah Autism Foundation   
Utah Care Foundation    
Utah Governor’s     
Utah Management Associates, 

Inc.   
Utah Technology Finance 

Corporation   
Janet F.  van Hartesvelt 
Vanguard Media LLC    
Verizon Foundation     
ViroPan Incorporated     
Vivint, Inc.     
vSpring Capital LLC    

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.    
WCF Mutual Insurance 

Company   
Robert  Weidauer 
Alma Welch 
Wells Fargo     
Western Entegrity     
Westminster College     
Whitehall Ventures, Inc.    
The Williams Companies 

Foundation, Inc.  
Charity R. Williams, JD
Heidi D. Woodbury 
Kenneth M. and Athelia T. 

Woolley 
Geoffrey T. Woolley 
Jeffrey and Vanessa Di Palma 

Wright 
Workman Nydegger     
H. Ross Workman, JD
Paul W. Wozniak 
XMission LLC
ZAGG, Inc.     

* Represents donors who are 
deceased
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Department of Entrepreneurship & Strategy

Lassonde Entrepreneur Institute28

ALICIA VESS, Administrative Officer, 
Lassonde Entrepreneur Institute, alicia.
vess@utah.edu, 801-585-1496 

DEBORAH MARZANO, Program 
Manager, Lassonde Entrepreneur Institute, 
deborah.marzano@eccles.utah.edu, 801-
585-0722

JAY BARNEY, Presidential Professor, 
Lassonde Chair, jay.barney@eccles.utah.
edu, 801-585-2456

TODD ZENGER, Chair, Department of 
Entrepreneurship and Strategy, Eccles 
School, todd.zenger@eccles.utah.edu, 
801-585-3981

JACK BRITTIAN, Professor, Lassonde 
Chair, jack.brittain@utah.edu,  
801-581-8791

Administration, Faculty & Staff

THAD KELLING, Marketing & Public 
Relations Director, Lassonde Entrepreneur 
Institute, thad.kelling@utah.edu, 801-
587-8811

TROY D’AMBROSIO, Executive Director, 
Lassonde Entrepreneur Institute, Assistant 
Dean, Eccles School, troy.dambrosio@
eccles.utah.edu, 801-587-3836

KATHY HAJEB, Assistant Professor 
(Lecturer), Eccles School, Director, 
Lassonde Entrepreneur Institute, kathy.
hajeb@utah.edu, 801-587-3836

ANNE BASTIEN, Program Director, 
Lassonde Entrepreneur Institute, anne.
bastien@utah.edu, 801-585-3198

The Lassonde Entrepreneur Institute is an interdisciplinary division of the David Eccles School of Business at the University 
of Utah. Our team consists of administration, faculty at the Department of Entrepreneurship and Strategy, staff and 
Lassonde student leaders. Below are the people engaged during the 2017-18 academic year.

BRAD WILLIAMS, Entrepreneurship 
Program Director, Department of 
Entrepreneurship and Strategy, Eccles 
School, brad.williams@eccles.utah.edu, 
801-213-8750

TAYLOR R. RANDALL, Dean, Eccles 
School, taylor.randall@utah.edu,  
801-581-3074

Cason Acor
Savannah (Barlow) Adams
Rahma Ahmed
Danesh Ajioka
Cameron Anderson
Parker Andreise
Ethan Annis
Ho Athena
Jordan Ayre
Victoria Barrera
Jacob Barzee
Kori Bayne
Steve Beale
Lauren Beall
Matthew Briggs
Holden Brown
Matt Bryne
Anh Cao
Jemima Castillo
Spencer Catten
Celine Cavanaugh
Sean Chavez
Annie Connolly
Stefano Corsini
Polly Creveling
Edwin Cuellar
Andrew Cuillier
Hossein Dadkhah
Evan Degray
Julia Dominesey
Ariel Doris
Ali Eisenbeiss
Tyler Eldridge
Niloofar Farhang

Brandton Ferrin
Jordan Freidman
Heath French
Caleb Fry
Elba Galvez
Michelle Galvez
Joselyn Galvez
Srivatsa Gangadhara
Ellie Garvin
Abigail Gates
Arnold Gatoro
Megan Glasmann
Conner Gordon
Cynthia Grissom
Edith D. Hammond
Luke Hansen
Brian Hanson
Arielle Hassett
Brialyn Hassett
Russ Haynie
Ashley Hekking
Carley Herrick
Kyler Hodgson
Kearsa Hodgson
Chris Holland
Garrett Holm
Gurney Hunter
Archer Jareth
Jolly Karungi
Fiona Kastel
Limasilva Kelle
Brody King
Alexis Koopman
Arad Lajevardi-Khosh

Kendra Lawrence
Jackson Leach
Kalie Leavitt 
Rasika Lele
Kaila Lemons
Genevieve Liston
Wilson Liu
Cox Logan
Kuzmanovich Lucas
Kyphuong Luong
Jacob Mabey
Cathy Mangum
Joshua Martin
Maricruz Martinez
Nathan Mcbride
Andrew Mcmullin
Quintin Medina
Finn Melanson
Samer Merchant 
Nick Miller
Matthew Miller
Chhour Miranda
Ladan Mohamed
Spencer Monson
Cole (Brandon) Montella
Brandon Montenegro
Erica Morey
Kaique Moura
Kayla Navarro
Dar Nelson
Jacob Nielsen
Patrick Nielson
Sandra Octaviani 

Darmawan

Joshua Ong
Gus Osimitz
Abby Pancoast
Alacia “Lacy” Parrish
Jacob Peters
Joseph Petersen
Chase Peterson
Gene Peterson
T.K. Polevoy
Jocee Porter
Elizabeth Porter
Ahrash Poursaid
Danny Powell
Mark Pratt
Marciano Preciado
Keaton Quinn
Rebecca Rassmussen
Emily Reichmann
Chris Remy
Bianca Rich
Zack Roberts 
Eduarda Rocha
Kelsey Roderick
Bahaar Rokhva
Dallin Romney
Jack Ronnie
Vicente Sanhueza
Emma Scharffs
Kohl Schoensee
Sam Shillingford
Rami Short
Robert Simmons
Nathan Smith
Heidi Smith

Shakayla Smith
Jason Spar
Dan Spicer
Sam Steele
Andrew Steiner
Daniel Stergios
Collin Straka
James “Jim” Streiff
Zachary Stroud
Hunter Sullivan 
Myroslava Svieshnikova
Gnimdo Tako
Tiatia Taysha
Collin Teng
William Thomas
Jin Tianxing
Mark Van Der Merwe
Edgar Vasquez-Alvarenga 
Summer Walker
Calvin Walls
Jeffrey Wang
Eden Wairepo
Mikayla Wheeler
Seth Wilson
Chad Wing
Dylan Wootton
Mitch Wulfman
Spencer Young
Deanne Yugawa
Thane Zeeh

MICHAEL AMESQUITA, Residential 
Area Coordinator, Lassonde Studios, 
mamesquita@housing.utah.edu, 801-
213-8705

BARB REMSBURG, Director, Housing 
& Residential Education, bremsburg@
housing.utah.edu, 801-587-0851

FACULTY

Brenner Adams
Jason Andersen
Bonita Austin
Abe Bakhsheshy
Jay Bryan Barney
Lyda Bigelow

Paul Brown
Anthony Brownlow
Barclay Burns
Mark Cook
James Fife
Patricia Gorman
Kathy Hajeb
Heidi Herrick

William Hesterly
Colin House
Adam Josephs
Jason Kimball
Arielle Newman
Jeffrey Nielsen
Nicole Pyne
Alejandro Romero

Cesar Sanchez
William Schulze
Orie Shelef
Jason Snyder
Stephen Walston
Chris Wasden
Brad Williams
Anne Woolstenhulme

Robert Wuebker
Todd Zenger
Tina Ziemek

PHD 
STUDENTS

Adam Clark
Jeremiah Cox

Chad Killebrew
Steve Kofford
Andrew Newton
Loren Rich
 Bing Su (Jenny 

Smith)

Lassonde Student Leaders 

PEOPLE



L A S S O N D E . U T A H . E D U
Lassonde Entrepreneur Institute
University of Utah, 105 Fort Douglas Blvd., Bldg. #604 
Salt Lake City, UT 84113
801-587-3836 (main line) 
lassonde@utah.edu

Lassonde Studios
University of Utah, 1701 Student Life Way 
Salt Lake City, UT 84112
801-213-8700 (front desk) 
lassonde@utah.edu


